
What data is used to allocate Prior Attainment funding? 
 
An extract from the “2014-15 revenue funding operational guidance” published by the DfE in 
relation to the Prior Attainment factor. 
 
 
“9. Prior Attainment –Local authorities may use Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) and 
Key Stage 2 results to reflect the incidence of some kinds of SEN. The measure will apply to all 
pupils in the school with a valid result.  
 
10. Primary schools: A new EYFSP was published in March 2012. The new Profile was introduced in 
September 2012 and the first assessments using the new Profile will take place in the summer of 
2013. This means that for pupils in October 2013, pupils in year 1 will have been assessed using the 
new Profile and pupils in other years will have been assessed using the old Profile.  
 
11. For pupils assessed using the old Profile, local authorities will continue to be able to choose 
between two EYFSP scores. Funding can be targeted to either all pupils who achieved fewer than 78 
points; or all pupils who achieved fewer than 73 points on the EYFSP.  
 
12. For pupils assessed using the new Profile, local authorities will be able to target funding at all 
pupils who did not achieve the expected level of development. In practice this means that we will 
provide two indicators at school level:  
§ Low Prior Attainment Primary (78) which will be derived from the number of pupils in years 2 to 5 
who achieved fewer than 78 points and pupils in year 1 who did not achieve a good level of 
development.  
§ Low Prior Attainment Primary (73) which will be derived from the number of pupils in years 2 to 5 
who achieved fewer than 73 points and pupils in year 1 who did not achieve a good level of 
development.  
13. We will continue to monitor this indicator, but anticipate that as pupils on the new indicator work 
through the system, we will move to a new indicator.  
 
14. For secondary schools, funding can be targeted at all pupils who achieved a Level 3 or below in 
either English or mathematics at Key Stage 2  
 
15. In 2012 the KS2 English assessment methodology was changed and now includes a reading test, 
a new grammar, punctuation and spelling test and teacher assessed writing. For those assessed at 
Key Stage 2 up to 2011, the English element of the KS2 measure will identify those pupils who fail to 
achieve a level 4 in English. For pupils assessed at Key Stage 2 from 2012 onwards and who have 
been part of these new arrangements, the English element of the KS2 measure will identify those 
who do not achieve a level 4 in either the reading or teacher assessed writing elements.” 
 


